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Expedition Summary

In August 2023, after almost a year of planniogr friendsheaded east, travelling to the
Shimshal valley in Hunzanorthern Pakistato attempt unclimbed peakBhis was a team

with a lot of experience in the Alps and Scotland, but for all save Job, this was our first time
climbing in the greater rangdsor us, the Gur Dur region proved to be a perfect choice.

After 3 days of nosstop flights and driving, we reached Shimshal, from whickdayBtrek

towards the Shimshal Pass brought us to base camp. We had arrived at the tail end of some
unstable weather and were fortunate to have clear skies for most ofvelirAraiving at

base camp, we quickly got to exploring the Second EastEinjr Glacier, which contained
most of the peaks we had marked as potential objectives.

During our acclimatisation, we quickly saw the effects of what is now being described as the
hottest year on record. The summit temps at 6000m were barely going into the negatives, even
at night. We could see debris from a couple of small avalanches atahtloe rock we came
across was extremely loose.

After our initial acclimatisation, the first objective we chose to attempt was Pk. 289 (Peak
numbers from th€014 Jerzy Waldlap). After Jamesvas forced to turn back due to AMS,
Jacob andobmadetheir way upthe 35-degreeslope to reach the col between Pk. 289 and

Pk. 290to access the SSE ridgerom here,Jacob and Job climbed through the bands of loose
rock, before being forced to retreat by a steep rock band just below the summit.

On August 28 we made our second attempt on a new objedike281, which we

approached by the SSHKige of Pk. 283We climbed the ridgantil reachinghe base of the

rocky summit, which we pitchedfter summitting Pk. 283yhichwel at er named A Tul
S a,iwé abseiled down and slogged across the summit snow slopes which brought us to the

top of Pk. 281, which we named AAK Saro

While we ended up having less days for climbing than initially plarthexdid allow us to
spend some time exploring the stunning valleys of Huwhéch we would highly
recommend if you ever have the chance.

JacobDyer, AmesRigby, bb KlusenerandWill Dixon


https://pahar.in/pahar/2014-karakoram-shuijerab-mountain-group-by-jerzy-wala-janusz-majer-jpg/
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For further information regarding this expedition, please contact:
Jacob Dyer

jdyer.garrison@gmail.com
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The Team

- Jacob Dyer(British, 26, Machine Learning Engingdras been climbing
in the alps sincbeginning his studies in Edinburgtlimbing many
classic routes such as the Frendor@ma the Liongrat on the
Matterhorn. In Edinburghe also took the opportunifgr to do plenty of
winter climbing, commonly climbing up %@l Scottish Winter Now
living near Frankfurt, Germany, he makes use of the shdigtance to
the alps for many trips summer and winter. On this expedition Jacob was
responsibléor much of resarching routes, making ueéhis experience
andcontactsat the European Space Ageroyaccess and interpret

. satellite imagery of the regioAdditionally, Jacob took the lead writing
articles for the AC, AAJ, along with this report.

James Rigby (British, 26, Civil Servantfor Crown Estate Sdtand)
lives in Edinburgh antias climbed for 7 yeapgedominantly across
Scotland, Norway (where he lived for a short period) and the Alps up;!
E1, Scottish V andlVi4+. He joined the Alpine Club in 2020 and has
completedour long alpine seasomréimbing routes such as the Migot =¥
Spur,Royal Traverse, Taschhorn Dom Traverse, Chere Couloir and 2%
Mallory Porter. Heparticularlyenjoys the Scottish hills where he spend:
most weekendas well as the mappirand environmentaspects of :
planning expeditions.

Job Klusener: (Dutch, 31, Outdoor Instrtr) has lived in Edinburgh
the last five yeara/here he started to dip his toes into Scottish mixed,

. climbing up to grade V. Having had only a couplesedsons in the Alps,
he has been on two prior remote expeditions in Argentina, clgnbin
Aconcaguaand Kazakhstan, climbing Khan Tengri. On this expedition,
Jobbrought his knowledge from these expeditions to the group, along
|| with theresponsibility of taking amicable photos that could be used

~ where required.

Will Dixon: (British, 28, Rope Access Technicialiyes in the Yellow
House inDeiniolen He worksan IRATA level 3in offshore oil and gas
industry.He ismainly psyched foice, mixed, alpine, sea cliffs, and
anything thatllows him to put himself in serious, stunning terrain
While he has climbed harder, he describes himseah&b/S/ grade V
climber.



Planning and Preparation

Choosing a location

Our planning for the expedition startleg researching where we wanted to go. With this
being the first expedition of this style of tile team members, we were almost spoilt for
choice! After some initial discussions, wadhdecided that

1. We wanted to head to the greater ranges, rather than anywhere in South America.
2. Nepal and India both lookezkpensivecompared to alternativesd so were ones we
felt would be better left foa future trip.

With this in mind, we focussed our attention on Kyrgyzstan and Palkisthget to digging
through recent expedition reports from the two counfaemspiration on more specific
areas. We soon came across the report written by theBtaish Shimshal Expedition, who
had completed a couple of first ascents in the area, inclY@éiddar.

Researching Objectives

Having choserthe GunjE Dur Valley as the location for our expedition, we set about
researchinghe various potential objectives in the area. We already knew based on the reports
written by previous expeditions to the area that there was a lot of potential for tackling
unclimbed peaksnow we just had tattempt to learn as much as possible about them.

We very quickly saw the huge amount of potential around the Second EadE Gun;

glacierand so decided to focus hefefew peaks stood ouEirst, Pk. 289which was two

summits over from Pk. 5855 which had been climbed irf2€i& expedition.This meant we

had a couple of great photos of the SSE ridge, which looked like the best choicelafténe.

into planning we also learnt a 2022 expedition attempted this peak by this route, providing us
with even more pictures from which we could get an ideaepotential challengedhis

peak stood out to us for a few reasons. Firstly, it was above the start of the glacier, meaning a
shorter approach would be required, and secondly, the ridge looked around AD in difficulty
and so would be a good, interesting route to attempt.

The next potential objective which stood out touas the ridgeline connectinppaks284 and
287 which contained multiple subsidiary summEs.en withphotos where we could get a bit
of a view of the ridgeas well as satellite imagery, it was difficult to judgleat the ridge
would be like to climb. We also noted the descent fron2BKlookedvery unideal andnay
require us descending the valley adjacent to the Second EasE ®Gumjglacier and the
hiking back up to BCDespite this, it looked like a particulailyteresting multiday route,

and so we opted tioy get a better view of it from another peak when climbing, and judge
whether it was wortlattempting from there.

The final couple of objectives that caught our eye were peaks 275 and 281, alongside their
respective subsidiary summiBoth peaks had multiple potential lines@imbing andwould
provide brilliant views of the entire range from their sumntitisfortunately we lacked much
photography that includetiese summitsy much detail, and so were primarily reliant on
satellite imagery foour planning.
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Future potential objectives are yrellow. Full versionavailablehere

Outside of the Second Easty Gdthpur glacier, we also were keen to establish a new route
on GunjE Sar, as it is the highest peak in the Gamjur areaWe noted a couple of potential
new lines the SW ridge, and a gulley which led directly to the summit of &uDjr.

Climbing on GunjE Dur wasa stretch goal for the expedition, but one we were very &een
giving a shot if conditions allowed.

Having decided upon our objectives for the expedition, it was time to plan the logistics. We
reached out to various mountaineering logisticgnizations in Pakistan that had been
recommended to us by various people. In thevemdhose to go with Ali Saltoro ardpine
Adventure Guides PakistaNow all that was left was to apply fgrants andook our

flights!



https://earth.google.com/earth/d/1ThcaOGl0xwZUNHxet3oQbBtXrDHBh6vL?usp=sharing
https://www.adventureguide.com.pk/
https://www.adventureguide.com.pk/

Expedition Diary

Summary ofEvents

Date Expedition Diary
Aug 8" | Depart various European airports.
Aug 6" | Land in Islamabad, fly to Skardu, drive to Passu.
Aug 7" | Drive from Passu to Shimsh#:3000m)
Aug 8" | Trek from Shimshal to Past Furzin3500m)
Aug 9" | Trek Past Furyin to Arbob Peryan (~3900m)
Aug 10" | Trek Arbob Peryan to BC (~4350m)
Aug 11" | Rest and sort kit
Aug 12" | Acclimatise and scout ABC, reaching ~5100m
Aug 13" | Rest day.
Aug 14" | Establish ABC ~5000m
Aug 19" | Scout Obj. A andetlimatise tc6300m, sleep at ABC.
Aug 16" | Attempt on Pk. 289by JD and JK. Retreaffrom within 100m of the
summit
Aug 17" | Rest day at BC
Aug 18" | Rest day at BC
Aug ™" | Approach OhjE andbivi.
Aug 20" | Successful attempt orPk. 281 and 283y JD, JK, and JR.
Aug 2P Rest Day.
Aug 229 | Attempt on Pk. 275by WD.
Aug 23 | Rest Day
Aug 24" | Rest Day
Aug 29" | Trek from BC to Arbob Peryan.
Aug 26" | Trek from Arbob Peryan t8himshal.
Aug 27" | Explore Shimshal
Aug 28" | Drive Shimshal to Passu
Aug 29" | Explore local area around Passu
Aug 30" | Visit Altit Fort in Karimabag markets in Aliabad, and Lake Attabad

Aug 3F
Seplst
Sep 2
Sep &
Sep ¥

Visit Aliabad markets and Sost.

Drive Passu to Naran

Drive Naran to Islamabad

Chill day in Islamabad packing for flights.
Return flights to various European Airports



Day-by-Day Diary
August 5thi Departing Europe

After over a year o$taring at satellite imagery, applying for grants, and planning kit and
logistics, the time had finally come ftre four of us to head out to Pakistdames and Will
were the first to link up, given they were both departing from London Heattmdstanbul,

they were joined by Joland in Islamabad, they were joined by Jacob, who had landed a few
hours prior.

August @hT Journey through Pakistan.

With the team now together in Islamabad, we had a few more hours to wait in the airport
before we would meet up with our logistics coordinator, Ali Saltoro of Alpine Adventure
Guides Pakistagrand then fly to Skardu. Knowing how common it is for flights to Northern
Pakistarto be cancelled, the torrential rain we could see outside the airport was not the most
reassuringBy around 7am local time Ali had arrived, the rain dedipated, and wieegan
checking in our baggage for the flight to Skarétthis stage we had been travelling and
waiting in the airport all through the night, so we had all had little to no sleep and so took the
opportunity while waiting for our flight to get some rest.

After our short break, we were on the plane to Skardu. Despite the cloud bloekimgsthof

the views, this flight was impressive. Not only did we get great views of the Indus valley and
fly close enough to get a good view of Nafgabatsticking through the cloudbut we also

had the cepilot talking through everything that could be seen from the plane as if it was a
tour. After landing inrSkardu, we stopped for lunch and méitand Khadim,our two cooks

who would be joining us for our entire journey.

At this point, we were akkxhausteds we began the drive from Skardu to Passu. We made a
couple of stops forea and milkshakes, as well as stopping in the markets of Aliabad to
purchase a variety of dried fruits and nuts for snackihie mountainsAn hour later we made

it to Passu where we could finally get some sleep afieday and a half of nestop

travelling.

August Thi Heading to Shimshal

After a quick breakfast we loaded the land cruisers which were to take a# tredfood and

kit to Shimshalhere we were joined by Sabit, our local guide who would be managing

porters, and guiding us to base catdpreis alsowherewe left Ali S, who we would meet
again back in Islamabateaving at around 9anhé drivetook us alongarrowtrials with




extremely steep cliffs on either side. This rugged terrain meant the drive to Shimshal took just
shy of 5 hours.

We reached out destination at the far side of Shimshal, the Shimshal Guest House, run by
Hasil, who, like many in the village, had a range of mountaineering achievements under their
belt from their younger dayslasil himself had led the first ascent of Sunrise Paatunning

peak at the east end of the Shimshal valley, which we beebtview of once the clouds
dissipatedWe thenspent some timpreparing our bags for threuleswith each badpavingto

be as close to 20kg as possible to enable even weight distribAtienthis we had a little

time to explore the local area and have a bit of a break from travelling and organising before
we would continue the next day with the beginning of our approach to base camp.

August 87 Shimshal to Past Furzin.

We met up with Sabit first thing after breakfagtile the porters had already begun dividing
up equipment between themselves and the mllesset off withhiking initially along the

flat plains east of Shimshal itsétfr aroundskm beforeascending almost 600m on steep
trailsto asmallh e r dhetr These huts were dotted along our entire approaciveirsd

mainly used by locals going to and from the Shimshal.Rasss on theslopes just below

our lunch spot that our first issues ards#l had, as we would later learn, come down with
Infective Gagtoenteritisand ® had begun to struggtpiite a bit. After someeorganising of
Wills load between Sabit and JAjll managed to soldier on. We only learnt the root cause
of Wills symptoms after contacting Oonagh friend ofmany of those on the expedition who
is both a keen mountaineer and a dactbiis contact was only made after a few days at BC
when it became clear the symptoms were sticking around
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Back at the lunch stop in the hut, we got the first opportunity to start chattingvaribies
porters.In a later section in this report, we will discuss theanntry logistics and will then
gointo more detail about the team of porters wieve instrumental in making thexpedition
possible Despitesome language barriense were able to get to know the various porters a
little. Many of them were students earning some cash on their summer. breaks

After lunch, we had just a couple more hours walldlung the small ups and downs of the
trail sometimes built on, and other times carved out of the steep sides of theWallthen
soon dropped down to Past Furzin, where our porters had already begun preparing the camp.

August 9h1 Past Furzin to Arbob Peryan.

The second day of our approach tveks even hotter than the first, with most of the afternoon

spent without shade from the surrounding mountdihse.trek begun by dropping slowly

downtowards the base of the valley. Shortly befosereached the bridge to cross to the

other side of thevalley we caught wup with a few of the po
hut. Unfortunately, one of the porters, Akrahadgot anastyopen blister on his right

shoulder from the rubbing from the load he was carryiiter doing what we could for the

blister, it was decided that Akramo ul dné6t be able to keep carry
so he headed back to Shimshal while the porters divided up his load.

Continuing, we crossed over the leaning bridge to reach the other side of the valley and began
climbing up the slopes to regain the lost height. The existence of the bridge and the good
guality of paths in such a remote region was impressive, made eversawwhen we learnt

that these paths had existed in some form for herders travelling to and from the Shimshal pass
for hundreds of years. After reaching the top of most of our ascent for the day, we continued
along until we reached Purian Sar, which wasspot for lunch. We were told Purian Sar

Elevation plots for the-8lay trek to BC, recorded on Jacobs Garmin Inre¢

Climbing Elevation Max. Elevation Climbing Elevation Max. Elevation Climbing Elevation Max. Elevation
1177 m 3799 m 99T m 4107 m 1017 m 4373 m
0 24 4.8 7.2 9.6 ki 0 4.4 8.8 13.2  17.7km
2000 ° 33 6.5 98 131km oo L p—

4000

3600 4200

3700
3300 4000

3000 3400 3800



translates I|iterally to O0the way upwardso6é, a
was the gateway to the Shimshal pass and its surrounding peaks.

From Purian Sar, weontinuedalong the flatsvhich hadopenedup on our side of the valley

until we reached Arbob Peryarhere once again, the porters had already begun preparing our
camp Camping here at the same time as us was a group of German antré&kkessfrom

all over their respective countried/e chatted to them for a bit, and provided some
dexamethason® the doctor who was part of their group who was managing one of their
members which, from what we heard, was struggling with AMS alongside issues.

August 1@h 1T Arbob Peryan to Base Camp

On the final day of our trek to base camp, we continued dlengelative flats on our side of
the valley before dropping backito steeper terrain. After a couplehaiurs,we reached the
base of the Gurt Dur valley, which is where we left the main trails heading to the Shimshal
passto head to our intended base carapom this point the terrain became more gradual
though the trail became less clear as while €ubjur was used for some yak grazing, it was
not used nearly as much as the Shimshal pass.

At the lunch spot, at anothbre r dhetyaé sith the previous days the porters naaue

shared with usome milk tea and some local cdike bread which never got the namibut

was grea We then continued along GuBjDur until we reached a @v no more than 300m

from the green where we planned to create our base ddmapeading mule, who was

carrying Jacobs bags, was the first to attempt to cross, the mule got hatiway before

finding itself so deep that a couple of the porters had to rush in to keep its head above water,
while recovering the load carried by the mule so that they could then get the mule out of the
river. At this point, we tried looking for other points to cross the river, but to na &wads

then decided, given the short remaining distance, to unload the mules and move the loads over
the river by handThis river was fed by glaciers a fdwometreshigher up the Second East
GuniE Dur valley and so as absolutely freezindg.oads which were convenient to carry

were done so in pairs crossing the river barefoot (as can be seen in one of the below photos)
while more awkward loads were moved by creating a line of people stood in the river passing
the loads along. Once all the loads were on the other side of the river, everyone goabhbed
bags, walked to basecamp, and then repeated until we had all the equipment at base camp.

At base camp we quickly got to establishing our base camp, once this was done, we spent
some time chatting to tH&abit and the porters befageving Sabit a tip to divide amount the
porters, making sure to ensure Akram was given his share as well, despite having to leave us
on the 29day of the approachWe thengave Sabit a copy of our expedition timeline and




confirmed that the porters were to return on thé @4y of our expeditionFor the observant
reader, you will have noticed in the Summary of Eveméshbegan our descent to Shimshal
much earlier than the $4lay of our expedition, but this miscommunication, caused by the
language barrier, would not be realised until much later in the expedition.

Sabit and the porters then began their journey back to Shimshal, leaving the four of us,
alongsideAli and Khadim the two cooksat base camp.

August 11hT Recovering at Base Camp

After almost a week of nestop travelling, now that we had reached base camp it was time
for a wellearned rest. This rekad the side benefit of helping our acclimatisation, given base
camp was located at just under 4400m in altitvile also tookhe time to get more settled

into base camp, setting pse camp facilities such @asy points to refill water in the stream
next to campWe then spent the afternoon planning our next few days. The weather forecast
was looking positive and so we were psyctedtart exploring these mountains that we had
spent so londpoking at on satellite imagery.

August 12hT Acclimatisation

After our day recovering, it was time begin our acclimatisation above base camp. At this
stage, Will was stilbut of action with infective gastroenteritis and so remained in base camp
for the day. The plan for Jacob, James, andavasbto head uthe valley towards th8econd

East GunjE Dur Glaciemwith kit to establish aadvancedase camprhis would involve
reaching an altitude of 5000m for acclimatisation purpdées felt the ABC should be

higher, the plan was to stash the kit.

Heading up the steep slopes above base daep contouring around the next slopes, we

made good progress until around lunch. At this stage we decidadthat v a | bpened hadn o
as expected. After consulting wighmap using the Garmin InReach carried by Jaseb,

realised thabur base camp was slightly further along its valley than expected, and as such,

the valley of the Second East Gihpur Glacier was not the valley directly above BGe

valley directly above camp was in fact a small one wighglacier between PR81(Obj. E)

and Pk275(Obj. F). It was at the foot of this glacier we now gdtecking our various

altimeterswe also realised we were almost at 5200m, in altitude, a decent amount higher than

our original aim o65000m.

While a little annoying at the time to realise that we had gone on a small misadveture,
views we got from where we sat working out the best plan for the afternoon were vital in
recognising gotential route on PR81(Obj. E)that we would lateclimb when attempting
Pk. 281. Additionally, these views gave us a good idea of conditidhs area

13



Unfortunately it was clear that conditions were very &awe could see the debris from

multiple avalanches, as well as evidence of a lot of recent rockfall. The general quality of the
rock looked particularly poor in moptacesthis assessment would turn @atbe correct with

only a couple of bands of good quality rock being encountered on the expati@@iso

expected conditions to only get worse, with the summit temperatures of the peaks just under
6000m reachingp to6 degrees during the day,caanly barely dropping below zero at night.
These high temperatures would persist throughout most of the period we spent at or above
base camp.

After our short break reassessing where we were, we descended back down towards the point
where we could contour roursdmeflats to reach the Second East GEpur Glacier,

planning to stash kit once we confirmed we could reach the \alléyhat there were no

obstacles such as cliffs in the way. On this short descent down very loose scree, a couple of
small slips resulted in some cuts and grazes, but nothing Wdesthen made it to the point

for stashing kit, and returned to BC, where rejoined Wil] Ali, and Khadimfor dinnet

August 13hT Rest, Recovery, aninimals.

With folks feeling the effect of the altitude aftere s t e accimatisatson, it was decided to

have another rest day todafter consulting with Ooagh via the InReache gar di ng Wi | |
ongoing symptoms, it was decided the best cause of action was for Will to take the set of
antibioticswe had withus andsee if he improvedNe then had some surprise visitors at base
camp,Sabit,alongsideNahwaz and Muktar Karirarrived back from visiting the Shimshal
Passbringing with them a goat which wasbe eaten over the next week in base camp. They

also cameo herd someYaks backdownto the pass before the coming wint&xking3 Yaks

back down with them. There was still awéarge herd of 40+ yaks grazing nearby and often

coming close to the camp given we were pitched on a large area of fresh grass.




August 14'1 Establishing ABC, for real this time!

Today, Jacob, James, and Job headed up to explore the &asv@dnjE Dur Glacierand

find a location for an advanced base camp. With antibidtié had staredto recover

though would still need at least a day or so bedtaieting above BC acclimatisation. Jacob,
James, and Job quickly headed up the slopes above BC to the small flats where we had
stashed kit two days earli¢from here, we were able to drop down slightly before contouring
round to maintain our height @ur side of the valley belotihe SecondastGuniE Dur

Glacier.

Around 45 minutes of walking later, we came acwelse r dhetmach alike to the ones we
hadstopped regularly at during otireedayapproach to BC. Conveniently, there was a

decent area of flat grass justside the hut which was isolated by a combination of boulder

fields and drystone wallsOur one concern regarding this camp as an ABC location was that

it was perhaps a little low and a little far from the start of rodtesugh this was further

offset by the presence of a spring in one of the boulder fields next to the raeitospectihe

approach from this ABC to the peaks in the areafwdiser than ideal, and there were a few
options for an ABC higher uf:his did not endip being a major disadutage for us as, due

to the poor conditions, we were only able to attempt one peak from thisIAB®
mountaineering report |l ater in this full rep
ABCoO6s for future expeditions to the region.

We thenheaded back to B@&nsuringall our kit was stashed suitably for our return the next
morning just in time for another fantastic meal from Ali and Khadim.




August 1%'7 Scouting objectives on the Second East dubjur Glacier.

After breakfast we headed back to ABC, reaching the camp in just over amhiburas

looking on the up and was planning to try some small acclimatisation over the 2 days we
would be spending above BOnce arriving, we found that one of the tents which had been

let up had received some, thankfully not too major, damage. It appeareldoause oh

Yak grazing near the tent and one of its horns likely catching and causing a small tear, while it
somehow also managed to bend one of the tent pdtes.Job had fixed the tent and we had
dropped off our kit, wéieaded higher tturther acclimatise and to scout out the approach
through the moraine to the base of our potential objectives.

We headed up by continuing to contour along the side of the valley across the shallow slopes
covered in loose scree until we reached the start of the moraine. After a little searching, we
found a decent path up from where we were, though we had to chnb&mery cautious

due to the medium to large blocks around which were almost all extremely loose. Once
established on the moraine, we were able to continue across the field of boulders to reach the
end of the glacier.

On this approach, we got our first good views of many of the objectives on the Second East
GunjE Dur Glacier and the poor conditions were reaffirmed, with the glaciers looking
extremely bare, and sheer ice visible on most slopes which we expected tcovlmgared.

The two main options we had for an initial acclimatisation objective wer283and Pk.

290 We settled on PR89, as while we were unsure of the rock quality, and what that would
mean for tackling the peak, we were not confident that ttenasf Pk290would be free

from avalanche risk. After taking various photos of the peaks and potential routes, we decided
it was then about time to head down.




Heading down we came across what appeared to be a rough yak/ blue sheep trail close to the
river in the centre of the valley and so followed this back down. We made sure to make the
trailhead at the base of the moraine on the InReach to ensure we waulibhasues finding

it in the dark early hours of the morning when we were would likely be setting off towards a
route.We then settled into our AB®piling water for our appetisingsever boitin-a-bag
mealsbefore heading to sleep more as less as asdatngot dark, given the next day would

have a very early start.

August 16h T Attemping Pk.289

A note to the readelin this dayby-day diary we are aiming to tell the story of the

expediton]l n t he AMountaineering Repor tdscussédapt er ,
from a more technical perspectiwgth a route description, estimated grades, and a

discussion of other potential routéghese will naturally have some overlap.

With thecurrent high summit temperatures, and our relatively low ABC, we elecstdrto

earlyto give us the best chance of success. Wakingt 08:15, we haditted up,eaten
breakfastpacked away the tents (after the previous damages), and were ready to set off by
just before 04:00e made our way under torchligiatthe base of the Yak trail that had been
discovered the previous daye then followed the trail up through the moraine to the base of
the glaciewhere we had reached the previous day. From here, we headed onto the rock ridge
on our right, electing to follow this along to reackpot from which we could head up to the

col between Peak&89and290. Once we reached the rock ridge, it became clealdhads

was struggling with a worsening couglames had had only recently recovered feoohest

infection and so was the cough was likely caused by this as well as the altitude. James elected
to head back to B@nd so, after sorting out kit, Jacob and Job continued onwards while James
headed down, reaching BC a few hours later.

Continuing along the ridgeve found ourselves making slow progrédse to the number of

very loose largdoulders reaching the base of the ascent up to thatcatound 07:00, justs

it was becoming properly day, though the sun was still hidden behind the col at thi$\&age.
then opted to have a small break here while we ditched any kit, such as walking poles and
extra warm morning layers, which we felt we would not require higher up. We also were
about to use the morning glacier melt streanmrefitl our water. After around 30 minutes, we
set off againThe base of the glacier coming down from the col was a cliff, so the only option
to gain the col was to follow a narrow, loosélgy upthe side of the base of the glacier on

our left Ascending thisve made steady progress, whomever was in front had to take a lot of
care not to knock down more rocks, giwehoeverwas below would have little room to

Elevation plots for our acclimatisation and exploration during th&, 112, and 13"
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manoeuvreut of the wayDespite these issues, we did manage to exit the gulley and gain the
glacier proper after around 45 minutelere we were able to crampon up dedjinour slog
up to the col.

On the glacier, we began our slog up the snowy slopessiidve was still frozen from the
night, given the sun was maybe a half hour or so toming over from behind the caith
the steep 335 degresslope up the glacier, we very quickly fouthe altitude a struggle, with
regular 3660s breaks being taken to recolesath and energyhe walking became much
tougher when the sun did peak quaausing the temperature felt to increase by around 10
degreesWhile it felt like mucha lot longerwe reaclked the col at around 11:@Md took a
moment to decide the best option forward. We were kiodéickeredrom the approachqur
various options. Did we want tgse the climb to the col as acclimatisation, and attempt a full
acclimatisation peak after a degsf This had

been one of the initial plans for acclimatisation

though waswiftly rejected, given neither of us

wanted tcclimb up the loose gulley or slog up

the snow slope again. The debate then turned

which objective to go foriPeak 289 or 2907 Still

unsure of the avalanche risk on 290, and with 1

appetite for more slogging up snow, we electec

to attempt Peak 289 as originally planned.

Jacob started up thbi 50-degreeslope from the
col, we had elected not to use a rope at this st:
due to the volume of loose rotkat it looked

like we would soon encounter, and lack of goo:
rock for protection. This assessment proved
correct, with awkward steady progress being
made upwards, taking great care around the pi
of rocks.After some more climbing following




the same pattern, we both made iapot with some more decent rock just below a large

rock band. This rock band looked like it had a few lines through, but all of these started about
4-5 meters up, with steep and slightly overhanging blank faces b&lmwone option we

spotted as a potential line through was slightly down and to our left as we looked up the
mountain.

Here there was a narrgwhort snow/ rock banahich would likely have been Scottighinter

IV. This would have been a simple rope up and climb, had the line not been east facing and so
had already been in the sun for hodisis, combinedvith the reasonably warm (for the

altitude) ambient temperatureseant the snow had already become very loose, and was no
longer securely holding the rocks showing beldWwis meant our only option to continue up

would have been a pretty sketddgm stretch, and then ab®that we hado idea what

would be nextThis also meant we had no idea how easy it would be to find suitable anchors
for abseiling Given it was also past midday at this stage, wédéelcthe best option was to

retreat from our highpoint which was just under 5700m. Given Pk. 28amnyasd 5775m,

this meant we had reached within 200m of the summit.

A couple of abseils from the larger sturdier blocks we could find, lavewere back at the

col. The difference in thenowpackunderfoot compared with a few hours earlier was
immediately obviousWhereas earlier the snowpack had baesp,and we were glad to have
crampons on, now that we were heading down, Job especially found himself sipkothe
knee with almost every step. We made it quickly to wherératgoined theglacier and

headed carefully back down the loose gulley. The stream rudnimg this gulley that had
been a trickle on the way up was now substantially bjggkting to the awkwardness of the
descentWe were soon back at where we had left our walking poles, trainers, and other Kkit,
and were heading back down to our ABC.

Elevation plots for our attempt d?k. 289, the ascent to our b the 19, andour
successfuascents of Tuki Sar and AK Sar.
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The rest of the descent weetsonably smoothjyand not far past ABC we managed to make
radio contact to BC, to let them know our updated ETA. Reaching BC, we weredjoget
James, Will, Khadim, and Ali, and shortly after we were all enjoying goabetise we
crashed after our5-hourday on the mountain.

August 1ThT Setting our sights on Peaks 281 and 275.

After the big previous daylacobhJames, andob were firmly set on restirigday, while Will,

still on the up with the current course of antibiotics Veaking to work more on the
acclimatisation. From his previous acclimatisation walks, Will had set his sights on Peak 275
and so was planning to recce potential bivi sites below the pesktern ridge.

At base camp, we had a very relaxed start to the day, though after breakfast conversation
quickly turned tavhich peak would be our next gosVhile there was some desire to take
another run at Peak 289 was decidedhat our efforts would be better spent attempting

Peaks 275 and 281. This was as, from what we had seen during our acclimatization on the
12", there certainly looked like there would be lines on both peaks which would be achievable
with the current conditions.

After lunch,Jacob, James, and Job headed back to the ABC which had been established on
the Second East Gufj Durvalley. Given the decision had been made to focus on Peaks 275
and 281 for the time being, we could retrieve the remaining kit which had been left at the
ABC.

August 1&h - Resting

In preparation for the planned attempts on objectives over the next few days, today was spent
lounging around base camp. Some time was spent improvirigwhef the stream next to

camp that we were using for watend making other minor improvements. Outside of these
activities, which were mainly us killing timehere was very little of note done.




August 19h 1T HeadingSkywards

In the early afternoon, shortly after lunch, it was time to start heading skywards towards our
next objectivesWill was aiming forstashing kit at &ivi below Pk.275, while Jacob, James,
and Job were aiming for a bivi below Pk. 281 and its subsidiary peaks.

For Jacob, James, and bk ascent to the bivi was similadymple. After reaching the

plateau above B, we contoured round, before followingetB ridgeo regain a similar
positionas we had reached onr first acclimatisation day. After following the top of this
ridgeline for a while, passing a few smaller outcraps reached a large outcraich was
impassable without dropping quite far down from the ridge. Given the ridge was consisting
entirely of screewe opted to descend the NW flank of the ridge, which was oletbudown

to a small stream, where we could then continue along with the aim of finding a bivi spot,
which we did after a short time.

For Will, the ascent to the bivi below PXZ5 went smoothly, withim ascending a route he
had scouted out in the previous days waetlimatising and seeing how his body was
recovering from the infective gastroenteritigter crossing theiver, a little further up the
main valley from base camwill was able to make his way up the moderately steep scree
ridgeline until he reached tlpeeviously identified flat just below thehere the scrambling on
the ridgeline up to the summit would begiiter stasing a load of kit, including some extra
water,Will returned to BC where he rejoined Ali and Khadim.

August 2@h T Successful Summits

Waking upjust before 050 for the attempt on Pk. 28f@pne of Jacob, James, or Job felt the
dehydrated breakfasisoked appetising, so instead we opted for the desserts we had brought
up with us and not eaten the night befo@hocolate Chip much more enticing! Jamesso
kindly offered to pop down to the stream below the embankment we were on arall reifl
water from the stream we had walked
alongside the previous afternoon,

only to return empty handex the

stream had disappeared with the lack

of glacial melt overnight!

After stashing our bivi kit, we began
our approach by continuing up the
narrow ridgeline we were on. This
ridge wasnade fromentirely very
looserocks of all shapes and sizes,
making progress slower as soon as we
got to steeper terraiht was

extremely easy to dislodge
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microwave and larger sized blocks if ymisplaced your fooBy around 0630 we had made
it to the snowline, where we proceeded to stash any ebegess thatve had carried for the
early morning and swapped from approach shoes into mountaineeringfroatshere, we
continuedup, making quick progress over the crisp and frozen smativ we reached a good
vantage point from which we could see not only most of the other unclimbed peaks in the
area, including Pk. 289 which Jacob and Job attempted a fepday we had a great view
of thethe Sface of Pk281, as well as th&Eridge. After some discussion, we decided that
the ridgeline gave us the best chancsugitess anshould finish on a subsidiary summit (Pk.
283 asa bonus.

We quickly reached the base of the ridgeline @imdbed up the 50m or so 45 degrees
snowbank required to gain the ridge proper. From here, we were able to follow the ridge
directly with most of the obstacles being short gendarmes that we could bypass on the right by
climbing 3-5m near verticadnowbanks. This pattern continued until we reached the base of
the final rocky section of the ridge. At this point, we decidewp® upto pitch out way

through the technical section aheaacob took the leamhdbegan up the initial rocky

sections of th@itch, where some spikes and cracks presented themselves for gear. While it
looked possible to climb the ridge directly, the uncertainty aroocki quality meant a quick
look for alternatives was done. Jacob fourtebcate traverse round the right of the base of
the rocky sectionfrom here, an 8m mixed corner was found which was climbed with a
combination ofl axe used on the right which wiager, and 1 bare hand, which was used on
the dry rock on the left, eatingsome very interesting, varied climbing. This section was
aroundScottishlll 4. The pitch then finished a short distance further along easier terrain on
the mixed ridge.

Around 10m into the second pitch, we found that we were on the summit of PAn@8ad a
great view of the slopes between us and Pk. 88dcessWe also recognised here that the

only way down from Pk. 283 in the direction of Pk. 281 was an abseil. As such, we quickly
got to abseilingand once we were all down, began the slow slog over the now very soft snow
towards Pk. 281. An hour later, i@ind ourselvestood on the summitith fantastic views

of not only the mountains of the GuijDur valleys, but also in the distance of peaks such as
Rakaposhi and K2

For our descent, wiellowed our trail back to the base of Pk. 283, from there we opted to
descend and then glissade down the S face we had debated climbingrearhdhere, a

slog over the soft and sometimesredeepsnow returned us to the edge of the snowline

where we had stashed some kit and our approach shoes earlier in theodekiere, we made

our way down to the bivi and then continued towards BC. During the last parts of our descent,
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