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What’s the point of codes of conduct?



What’s the point of codes of conduct?

Are codes of conduct effective at 

changing people’s behaviour??

There are so many out there, it’s 

just too confusing for the average 

visitor.

They’re just a cheap pretence at 

trying to manage recreation, why do 

we even bother writing them?
Does anyone even read them?



Codes as a tool for recreation management  

• Large number of codes, although many 

are not promoted effectively 

• Large amount of overlap; however, no 

evidence of codes conflicting with each 

other 

• Most general codes are oversimplified 

and fail to provide sufficient guidance

• Conversely, some codes are over-

complex and too wordy 

• The lack of evaluation on the 

effectiveness of codes as countryside 

and visitor management 



Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000: Chapter 1: 

“In relation to Wales, it shall be the duty of  Natural 

Resources Wales to issue, and from time to time revise, a 

code of conduct for the guidance of persons exercising the 

right conferred by section 2(1) and of persons interested in 

access land...”

National Codes

Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003: Chapter 10:

1. Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and local authorities to 

publicise the Access Code

2. SNH to promote understanding of it



Awareness of the Scottish Outdoor Access Code

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

43% 58% 62% 62% 56% 55% 47% 40% 44%

Awareness of the Countryside Code

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

70% no data 76% 74% no data no data no data no data no data

National Codes

£500K

£500K £500K £500K SNH In house £500K

£150k £150k £150k £75k £75k £15k £15k £15k



The Countryside Codes



• Concordat between NRW, FC (England) and 

the Kennel Club

• Development of the Dog Walking Code for 

England and Wales

• The code was developed with input from:  

Natural England, Natural Resources Wales, 

Kennel Club, Forestry Commission, National 

Farmers’ Union, NFU Cymru, Ramblers, 

Ramblers Cymru, National Trust,  Country Land 

and Business Association, Hampshire County 

Council, The British Horse Society and the 

British Mountaineering Council.

Dog Walking



• Project exploring the use of behaviour 

design (nudge) to manage a problem site 

for dog fouling.

• The study used an ABAB methodology –

Alternating between two interventions.

• Intervention 2 used ‘3 mins to a bin’ 

signage placed at key sites and travel line 

as communication points. 

• 85% reduction in dog fouling between the 

baseline and intervention 2

Dog Walking

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/23/Bleached_dune_grass%2C_Ynyslas_-_geograph.org.uk_-_1764200.jpg


Winter Climbing



Winter Climbing



Marine Recreation

There are 7 Marine Codes 

around Wales, all are managed 

by local group or authority that 

actively promote them in their 

area. 

They don’t all match…



Reasons for productionMarine Recreation



Gorge Walking
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So… why codes of conduct?

Agreeing what ‘responsible’ means 

in the context of an issue sets the 

foundation of any further work

It brings partners with opposing 

interested together to agree a 

common message

However, codes of conduct always 

need to be part of a wider series of 

interventions

They create an identity that can be 

used to formulate projects and 

access funding




